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RACE 
TRACK 
WARS

Laurel or
Pimlico?

By George Berkheimer
Senior Writer

State legislative measures aimed at reopening the 
Bowie Training Center and nudging Laurel Park closer 
to super track status died during the last week of the 
Maryland General Assembly’s 2019 legislative session.

The Stronach Group (TSG), which owns the Bowie 
facility, Laurel Park and Pimlico Race Course, consid-
ers Bowie instrumental in its strategy to increase the 
number of race days at Laurel and move closer to the 
goal of year-round racing. 

Laurel Park’s stables and training areas do not 
provide adequate space for the expanded fields of 
horses that an enhanced racing calendar would attract.

City of Baltimore officials, however, fear that any 
gain for Laurel and Bowie would spell future loss for 
the Pimlico track, making it easier for lawmakers to 
accept moving the Preakness event to Laurel.

The fear is so palpable that Baltimore’s mayor sued 

MERRIWEATHER ADDS A SYMPHONY
By George Berkheimer

Senior Writer

Merriweather Post Pavilion is making a turn 
toward Columbia Founder Jim Rouse’s vision.

Originally conceived as a home for world-class 
artistic programming with residencies from the 
National Symphony Orchestra (NSO) and New York 
Ballet, the venerable venue now has its first resident 
orchestra, Soulful Symphony.

According to Downtown Columbia Arts and 
Culture Commission (DCACC) Executive Director 
Ian Kennedy, “We are building on a decades old 
idea whose time has finally come,” he said during 

an announcement to welcome the Symphony home 
“We are incredibly excited to work toward fulfilling 
the cultural promise of Merriweather by expand-
ing its role [as] home to a world-class, 21st century 
orchestra.”

Founded nearly 20 years ago, Soulful Symphony is 
renowned for performances that celebrate America’s 
diverse musical and cultural history. The orchestra 
comprises 85 predominantly African-American and 
Latino musicians and vocalists, and has previously 
enjoyed residencies with the Baltimore Symphony 
Orchestra and Baltimore’s Hippodrome.

“We want to be as comprehensive as possible with 
our programming,” said Soulful Symphony Director 
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HORSE RACING 
The ropes, hopes and costs

SANDY BOTTOM
 Rum drink for summer 

JOBS FOR VETS 
New careers for ex-military

COMPTROLLER FRANCHOT
Maryland’s popular taxman  

serves the public  
and earns their votes

MENTAL HEALTH
It’s time to remove  

the shame 
and focus on treatment options 

MY TURN
Lisa Markovitz kicks off a new 

commentary series. Readers are asked: 
Should we elect the zoning board?
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Pete Mangione (center), owner of Turf Valley Resort, visits with students at the Howard Community College Culinary Institute. 
See article on page 6.


